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TO :  Robert Murray, Supe mtenden ‘
FROM : Carole V. Coe, Direc nistrative Services S

SUBJECT : PCB at City Light

Revised EPA requirements for storing and disposing of PCBs were explained
at a recent EPA-sponsored seminar attended by Safety Unit staff. One of the
requirements part:.cularl im " 5

in the system as long as they are totally enclosed but in case of failure
strict regulations must be complied with.

Evidence of the possibility of contamination can be found in the GaRmibsaRs
6. These
were ordered as non-PCB transformers but subsequent (costly) testing showed
that sesewsguubeEEEE SR e T T T e P Ty furese.  Con-
tamination was traced to residual PCBs in the filling equipment used by the
manufacturer.

The following definitions are used for identification purposes:

PCB transformer Inewhetitg el oatibiddai st RO aRn
BLBemeem(Must be labeled "PCB", oil must be
disposed of by incineration or transported
to EPA-approved land fill site, damaged
transformer cannot be rebuilt or salvaged)

PCB Contaminated transformer  Iqauhadiagunikk-2eneeinewhinidtappusPes s .
(Labeling-rnot—requtred; oil disposal is

same as for PCB, but damaged transformer
can be rebuilt or salvaged, with certain
limitations)

Non-PCB transformer LoounainEt-0mpeaePreRe. (Can be identified
by individual dielectric testing only.
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Specifically, it appeavs that some ehenges will need to be made in pro-
cedures in-the tramsformey repair-ares of the Blectrie Shop. Currently,
when a damaged transformer comes in, it is given a visual inspection to

determine if it is repairable. If it is determined to be unrepairable

on the basis of the visual inspection, it is sent to salvage. Under the
EPA regulations the transformer wonld have to B rested-at thds point to
determine if it were PCB, PCB contaminated, or non-PCB. If it tested as

PCB contaminated it could go to salvage provided the oil had not been drained

and the transformer was identified as PCB contaminated when sold for sal-
vage. .If 3t tested ss a PCB tvansformer it could not be salwaged.

When a visual inspection is not adequate to determine the condition of a
transformer, the o0il is emptied into a common salvage oil holding tank

so the inside of the transformer can be inspected. From a safety stand-
point, this practice will have to be evaluated and work procedures estab-
lished that will comply with PCB handling regulations.

Since any o1l from transformers 1s to be considered at teast PCB contam-
ifated intil  tested;, a1l the oil in the salvage holding tenk must ‘be con-
stdared contamtmated and ehe-tank so labeled (an exception to the 'no
label' statement). Jim Evert, chief toxicologist for the local office
of the EPA, has suggested that this tank could be tested for PCBs each
time it becomes full and is ready to be sold. It cannot be sold as sal-
vagerotl onlteSs:--by test, it is shown to coataln less than 50 ppm-of
™e8®. To further complicate matters, if -awy- -PGBe (less than 50 ppm) are
ident iited py teslibPrPManyuaeld for-salvage but may wet be used
for certain- eivings, stuth 285" dwet-control. It would be the utility's
responsibility to inform the buyer of this.

In summary, to provide proper safe working conditions for employees and
to comply with EPA regulations regarding the use of PCBs in a closed sys-
tem, the fellewing-are some araas that need to be looked at:

1. Handling procedures for transformer inspection/repair
work in the Electric Shop.

2. Decisions need to be made and procedures established for
the disposal and/or possible salvage of o0il from damaged
transformers. The EPA regulations restrict salvage and
this could be costly.

3. Appendix # of thHé Eﬁ@?g?ﬁégﬁgp"izgg§p§'Procedutaa manual

needesto: e UIHIALET 4+ Sack. thak. all, trans-
formezs ere now commidered ts bhe PER cofframtmeeed, un-

less proved otherwise by individual test. Storage and

record-keeping sections may need to be reevaluated.
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Because of the complexity of the regulations, ié&-ie-suppested -that

r caetvew from-ati- concerned-dtvistons meet to-discuss precisely

Wil dibpaab-<tre- revtsed EPA-TEPUtations “have on €ity-tight -operations
and«pe-eianbiv-arees-of respensibility - for accomplishing. complienece .

There seems to be some confusion about what needs to be done and by

whom, although a willingness to ''get on with it" is evident.
it may be prudent to have an outside consultant service, such as described

in the attached letter from General Electric, evaluate- our system and
PCR. proeedures.-to-ensute that ¥PA-requirements are met at City Light.

IJ:mgs

Attachment

Recchi
Sickler
Rockey
Hunich
Coe
Henault
Mandapat
Storms
Young, D.
Fletcher
Peha
Jackson, I.
File

Ukrimatety,
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